
 

 

CITY OF DEMOREST 
City Council Meeting 

February 5, 2019 

Regular Session Meeting Minutes 

 

ATTENDEES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AGENDA ITEM I and II:  INVOCATION AND PLEDGE TO THE FLAG 

The February 5, 2019 Demorest City Council regular monthly meeting was held in the Demorest 

Municipal Building located at 125 Ivy Street.  Councilman Moore opened with the invocation and pledge 

to the flag. 

 

AGENDA ITEM III:  CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Austin called the meeting to order at 6:06 p.m.  

 

AGENDA ITEM III(A):  APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Mayor Austin called for a motion to amend the agenda adding under Old Business an item, Fire 

Department Loan, Ordinance & Request.  A motion was made by Councilman Moore and seconded by 

Councilman Popham to accept the agenda as amended.   

 

ACTION:  The agenda was approved as amended (4-0) 

 

AGENDA ITEM III(B):  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Minutes from the January meetings of the Demorest City Council were presented for approval and 

Mayor Austin called for a motion to approve.  Such a motion was made by Councilman Harkness and 

seconded by Councilman Popham. 

 

ACTION:  The motion to approve the minutes of the January meetings of the Demorest City Council 

was unanimously approved (4-0) 

 

AGENDA ITEM III(C):  APPEARANCE AND PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Mayor Austin called for public comments.  There were none. 

 

AGENDA ITEM IV(A):  WOMAN’S CLUB WATER 

As addressed at the previous meeting, the Demorest Woman’s Club has not been billed for water or 

sewer services and Council is being asked to decide if this should continue or if they should be billed.  A 

motion was made by Councilwoman Wikle to table this topic until a future meeting.  The motion was 

seconded by Councilman Moore.  Councilman Harkness asked that City Manager Williams email council 

members all rates that might be applicable for the account and she agreed to do so. 

John Popham, Councilman  

Bruce Harkness, Councilman 

Sean Moore, Councilman 

Florence Wikle, Councilwoman 

Rick Austin, PhD, Mayor   

  

Kristi Williams, City Manager 

Kim Simonds, City Clerk  

Joey Homans, City Attorney 

Robin Krockum, Police Chief 

Ken Ranalli, Fire Chief 

Eric Pereria, The Northeast Georgian 



 

 

ACTION:  The motion to table the Woman’s Club water bill issue until a future meeting was 

unanimously approved (4-0).  

 

AGENDA ITEM IV(B):  BUDGET AMENDMENT 

Mrs. Williams presented a copy of the budget amendment (see attachment) with a highlighted increase 

in revenue and decrease in expenditures.  A motion was made by Councilwoman Wikle and seconded by 

Councilman Moore to accept and approve the amendment.   

 

ACTION:  The motion to accept and approve the presented budget amendment was unanimously 

approved (4-0). 

 

AGENDA ITEM IV(C):  FIRE DEPARTMENT LOAN, ORDINANCE, AND REQUEST 

Mr. Homans presented the Ordinance and General Obligation Tax Anticipation Note for approval in 

connection with the loan approved at a previous meeting for the renovations on the Fire Department 

and the Municipal Building.  Councilwoman Wikle made a motion to approve both and was seconded by 

Councilman Harkness. 

 

ACTION:  The motion to approve the Ordinance and General Obligation Tax Anticipation Note in 

connection with the loan for the renovations on the Fire Department and Municipal Building was 

unanimously approved (4-0).  

 

Fire Chief Ken Ranalli addressed Mayor and Council concerning the need to replace the bay doors in the 

Fire Department building.  He presented cost estimates and Mrs. Williams also presented estimates she 

procured.  After a short discussion, Mayor Austin suggested more information be gathered including 

prices, pictures, and quotes for discussion at the next meeting.  Mrs. Williams will email all information 

to members prior to the meeting.  A motion was made by Councilman Harkness and seconded by 

Councilman Moore to table the topic until the next meeting. 

 

ACTION:  The motion to table the request for the approval of bay doors for the Fire Department until 

the next meeting was unanimously approved (4-0).   

 

At this point Mayor Austin updated the group on the Demorest water leak.  Water crews searched for 

seven days and the leak was finally discovered and stopped.  The search and work came at a cost of 233 

overtime hours to the City (approximately $7,000.00). Since the leak was on the customer’s side of the 

meter, the customer will be responsible for the cost of the water.   

 

AGENDA ITEM V(A):  QUALIFYING FEE 

With multiple council seats coming open in the upcoming election, a qualifying fee must be set.  

Attorney Homans recommended a fee of $100.00 based upon State statutes.  Councilman Moore made 

a motion to set the qualifying fee at $100.00 and the motion was seconded by Councilman Popham. 

 

ACTION:  The motion to set the Demorest City Council qualifying fee at $100.00 was unanimously 

approved (4-0).   

 

 

 



 

 

AGENDA ITEM VI:  CONSIDERATION OF MOTION TO ENTER INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION TO DISCUSS 

PROPERTY, PENDING LITIGATION OR PERSONNEL MATTER IN ACCORDANCE WITH OCGA 50-14-1 

Mayor Austin called for a motion to adjourn into Executive Session.  Councilman Popham made such a 

motion and was seconded by Councilman Harkness and the motion was unanimously approved (4-0).  

This part of the Regular Session was adjourned at 6:42 p.m. 

 

 

AGENDA ITEM VII:  MOTION TO ADJOURN 

The meeting adjourned back into Regular Session at 7:45 p.m.  With no motions made in Executive 

Session, Councilman Harkness made a motion to adjourn the meeting and was seconded by Councilman 

Popham.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:45 p.m.   

 

 

 

_____________________________________ 

Rick Austin, Mayor of Demorest 

 

 

 

_____________________________________ 

Kim Simonds, City Clerk 


